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Turks abolished the self-government of the Sanjaq and subjected
it to a regime of repression and starvation. But during the half-
century of autonomy, Lebanon enjoyed freedom from civil strife
and from Turkish oppression.

The Egyptian Government

In Egypt the line of political development was different.
Under Muhammad Ali and his successors the country became
even more free of control from Stamboul than it had been before.
Their rule was comparatively favourable for the minorities.
There was a gradual shift from the concept of theocracy to that
of a nationalism which could include Copts as well as Moslems :
and the Copts continued, as before, to hold many positions in
the Government. The rulers welcomed foreigners who wished
to live and work in the country; Armenians, Syrians and others
found an official career open to their talents, and vast opportunities
in the commercial and financial life of the country. The dynasty
was receptive to Western culture, and under its aegis a veneer
of Western ideas and refinement spread over the upper classes at
least, but the enlightenment was much less profound than it
seemed, and beneath the surface Islamic feeling and hatred of
the Christian West continued to be strong.

When the British occupied Egypt, they carried further certain
tendencies begun by the dynasty of Muhammad Ali. They
ensured greater freedom of religious thought and expression,
greater equality before the law (although still far from complete
equality). They opened the country still wider to foreigners,
and they made full use of Eastern Christians as government
officials:' for example Syrian Christians in both the Egyptian
and Sudanese Governments, and a small but important group of
Armenians, of whom the most famous was Niter Pasha, But
contrary to what might have been expected, they neither attempted
to use the Copts as instruments of government nor gave them
in any way a privileged position. Individual Copts co-operated
with the British, like Butrus Pasha Ghali, -but in general there
were fewer Coptic officials under the British tfaaa there had been
in previous periods.

The Rise of NationaKsm in the Ottoman Exipm

In the second half of the nineteenth century there appeared a
new factor, destined to have great effects, for belter or for woise,